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Dear Joshua: 

The only person I can suggest for your opening that you do 
not surely know better than I is Sidney Brenner. In this case I 
do not know his past work and can only judge from his many 
conversations I have had with him here in Cambridge, England, where 
I have been since February. His background ranges from physical 
chemistry to neurophysiology and the work that he is doing now on 
the components of bacteriophage will, I think, deserve the label 
"c1:lssi.c ." So far as I can judge he has an extremely broad and 
fundamental knowledge of both genetics and biochemistry. I think 

I have enjoyed more my conversations with him than anyone else here. 
So from this very personal appra isal I should recommend him to you 
ve?-~7 high1.y. 

I do not know Ernst Freese nearly as well although he attended 
my !.cctures i.n macromolecules Last fall and we had a num!Jer of 
discussions after class. To me his most stril- &.,ing characteristic was 
the intensity with which he is apTlying himself to his own particular 
:3rob?. em . In my conversations with him he showed a great deal of 
physical intuition and an enormous drive. My chief worry about him 
would be in whether or not he would obtain the breadth of knowledge 
and interest that you would probably like to have. On the other hand, 
I do not think the effectiveness o f' his intense preoccupation should 
be underestimated. i'~side from this, however, I thin:; yt>u tvi;tl ha\rc 
to de:Jend u:iin Jim and Seymour for a complete evaluation of him, 

With regard to our own problems , you should certainly know that 
Pontecorvo has taken the place you occupied a year ago. Unf 6r'iunately 
it looks as though the outcome will be the same because Cambridge 
has apparently decided to give him what he wants and so it appears 
that he will come here. I don't know where we shall turn next but 
we shall probably be asking your advice. Meanwhile, Jim Watson is 
being promoted to Associate Professor and Pappenheimer Will arrive 
in the fall. Rut we have a long way to go. 

With very best regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

PD:lwl 

Dictated by Professor Doty but signed in his absence. 


